NEWSLETTER

Autumn 2026

A message
from the Chief
Executive
Welcome to 2026.

| hope you enjoyed a restful Christmas
and New Year and had time to share
meaningful moments with whanau and
friends.

As we begin the year, our thoughts are
with our Coast communities following

the recent severe weather and the
significant challenges caused by property
and roading damage. We continue

our monthly visits and regular phone
consultations with those in our care and
remain grateful for the ongoing support of
the incredible rural health nurses at Ngati
Porou Oranga.

This issue celebrates the strength of

our community and the many ways
people support us to ensure we can
continue providing our vital services.
Read about local fundraising efforts,
including the Mitre 10 raffle, the Farmers
Remembrance Tree, and Johnny and Jane
Wilkie’s beautiful sunflower initiative;
each act of generosity helps make our
work possible. You'll also find information
on a range of opportunities to get
involved; perhaps one will resonate with
you.

Our Long Lunch and Wearable Arts
Awards are coming up in March, proudly
supported by our main sponsor, the
amazing Bronwyn Kay. Thank you,
Bronwyn, for your continued support over
many years — we invite you to read more
about her “why” on page 4.

Thank you all for being part of our
community and for supporting Hospice in
whatever way feels right and possible for
you. Every donation, every hour of time,
and every act of kindness makes a real
difference to the people and whanau we
care for.

Together, we look forward to another year
of making a meaningful

difference in Tairawhiti.
Nga mihi nui,
Barbara Grout
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Autumn - Youth Volunteer Drive

This March 2026, Hospice Tairawhiti is
warmly inviting local young people to
get involved and be part of something
truly meaningful by volunteering with
Hospice Tairawhiti. Volunteering with
Hospice is a chance to give back to
the community while gaining hands-
on experience that builds confidence,
develops practical skills, and supports
the journey into the workforce.

Our Youth Volunteer Drive is all about
empowering rangatahi, giving them
opportunities to play an active role in
the work Hospice Tairawhiti does across
our community. Young volunteers can
support Hospice Tairawhiti community
events, lend a hand at the Hospice
Tairawhiti Shop, or capture special
moments through photography and
film.
With the Long Lunch Fundraiser
taking place at the end of March, we
are currently seeking enthusiastic
Event Helpers to support this special
community event. Volunteers will
assist with set-up and pack-down,
and help capture photos and video
content that tell the story of our mahi.

There will also be opportunities to be
involved in other events throughout
the year, including Hospice Awareness
Week, the Matariki Remembrance
Ceremony, Dying Matters Week, and
more.

The Hospice Tairawhiti Shop is always
buzzing during the autumn season, and
extra hands are always appreciated.
For young people with an interest in
fashion, retail, or working with people,
the Hospice Shop offers a welcoming
and supportive environment to build
confidence and gain valuable retail

and customer service experience.
Volunteers can assist with tasks such as
sorting donations, helping with window
displays, and supporting the day-to-day
running of the shop.

Whether you’re hoping to gain event
experience, develop photography or
content creation skills, build retail
experience, or strengthen your CV with
real-world experience, volunteering
with Hospice Tairawhiti is a rewarding
way to learn, grow, connect with others,
and make a positive difference in the
community you call home.



Summer fundraising results

Thanking our generous Tairawhiti community.

We’'re incredibly grateful to Farmers
Gisborne for their ongoing support of
Hospice Tairawhiti through the annual
Christmas fundraising campaign.

The Farmers Remembrance Tree and
Christmas Hospice Baubles is close to the
hearts of so many in our region, giving
people a meaningful way to honour,
remember, and celebrate their loved
ones.

This year, the Farmers Gisborne team
and our wider community showed
amazing generosity, raising an impressive
$7,495.07. The support, engagement,
and compassion shown throughout the
campaign was truly heartening.

A huge thank you to Neil Ritchie and
the entire team at Farmers Gisborne
for being such passionate advocates for
hospice care. Thank you to Farmers NZ
for standing alongside Hospices across
Aotearoa. We're so grateful for this
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partnership and the community spirit
behind it.

We extend our heartfelt thanks to
Mitre10 Gisborne and owner Geoff
Taylor for the incredible support of our
annual raffle fundraiser. Geoff is the
driving force behind this initiative, and
each year Mitre10 generously donates a
major prize, making the raffle possible and
helping raise vital funds for free end-of-
life care delivered by our experienced and
compassionate team.

The Hospice Mitre10 raffle is truly a
community effort. A special thank you
also goes to our dedicated volunteers
who generously gave their time sitting at
raffle tables outside Mitrel0, Farmers,
and Pharmacy53. It was heart-warming
to see so many friendly faces stopping

by to share stories, purchase tickets, and
show their support. Your time, smiles, and
conversations made a real difference.
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For anyone affected by life-limiting illness, whether living
with it, caring for someone, or grieving a loved one.
Hospice offers a warm, compassionate safe

space where you can find support and comfort

whilst accessing the resources you may need

Drop inte:Hospice Tairawhiti
~ for a cuppa and a chat
any Tuesday between

10am and 12noon.

to navigate your journey.

Any questions, please contact us: 06 869 0552
hospice@hospicetairawhiti.org.nz

421 Ormond Road, Gisborne
www.hospicetairawhiti.org.nz

We are also deeply grateful to the

local businesses and clubs who helped
sell tickets or donated spot prizes. We
acknowledge Gisborne Hydraulic Services
Ltd, Tyrepower Gisborne, Curbside Café,
Pharmacy 53 Ltd, Farmers, Gisborne
Freedom Riders MC, Blue House
Computing, and Tatapouri Fishing

Club for selling tickets, and Yoko Sushi,
PAK’nSAVE Gisborne, Gear Meat Pie Co.,
and Pharmacy 53 Ltd for donating spot
prizes that encouraged participation.

Together, this collective effort raised

an outstanding $12,491.10, directly
supporting Hospice Tairawhiti’s ability to
continue delivering free, compassionate
end-of-life care to people and whanau
across Tairawhiti.

Thanking Jane and Johnny Wilkie for
their beautiful fresh-cut sunflower
fundraiser. This Christmas we we’re

blown away with the creation of such

a wonderful fundraising initiative for
Hospice Tairawhiti. Johnny Wilkie had the
idea earlier in the year, inspired by his
friend Henry Witters, Johnny decided to
plant out his land in a mass of sunflowers.
Those plants came into bloom just in

time for Christmas and they flew out the
Hospice Shop doors and sold out at the
Farmers Market. Raising a wonderful
$1,050 for Hospice Tairawhiti, it was a
great success and we look forward to its
return at the end of 2026. With some
extra helping hands we hope to help grow
this good thing...literally!
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Hospice Tairawhiti Wearable
Arts Fashion Awards 2026

A celebration of creativity, community, and
compassionate care.

Hospice Tairawhiti is proud to present the inaugural 2026
Wearable Arts Fashion Awards, a vibrant community fundraising
event taking place as part of the Hospice Long Lunch at The Vines
on Saturday 28 March 2026.

With entries now officially closed, we are thrilled by the
incredible response from across the region. Creatives of all ages
and experience levels have embraced the challenge, and we look
forward to showcasing a stunning collection of bold, imaginative,
and thought-provoking wearable art from our local community.

Finalists will present their creations live on the runway for judging.
In keeping with our Hospice Shop roots and our commitment to
sustainability, designers were encouraged to incorporate recycled
textiles and fittings wherever possible, inspiring participants to
think wearable art, not simply recycled fashion.

We extend our sincere thanks to our main event sponsor
Bronwyn Kay, whose generous support has made this fundraising
event possible.

The Hospice Long Lunch at The Vines promises an unforgettable
afternoon featuring delicious food from The Vines, local wines,
live music, raffles, curated fashion, the Wearable Arts Fashion
Show, and an exciting selection of live and silent auctions
generously donated by local businesses. Guests can expect

a stylish afternoon of food, fashion, and creativity, all while
supporting Hospice Tairawhiti’s vital work providing free end-of-
life care and support to people and whanau across our region.

Guests will also have the opportunity to support Hospice
Tairawhiti by bidding on auction items, purchasing raffle tickets,
and voting in our People’s Choice and Best Dressed categories.

We encourage guests to dress to impress. This year’s theme is
Festival Extravaganza, so go bold, go bright, and embrace the
spirit of the occasion for your chance to take home the Best
Dressed prize.

Tickets to the Hospice Long Lunch at The Vines are still on sale,
and this is an event not to be missed. All funds raised from the
event directly support Hospice Tairawhiti services, helping ensure
compassionate end-of-life care remains available to those who
need it most.

To book your tickets, please email: hospice@hospicetairawhiti.
org.nz

Join us for an unforgettable celebration of local talent,
sustainability, and community spirit . . . all for a cause that truly
matters.

Many thanks go out to our many sponsors and those who have
donated towards this fundraiser. We also thank Lisa Sherratt who
has co-ordinated this wonderful event.
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Welcoming our new Shop
Manager Jacqui Ritchie

We are absolutely delighted to introduce our
new Shop Manager for Hospice Tairawhiti, Jacqui
Ritchie.

Jacqui brings with her a wealth of experience, a deep
connection to the region, and a genuine passion for
community. Jacqui grew up in Northland and spent time
living in different parts of Aotearoa before choosing to make
Gisborne home with her young family. With her mum’s
whanau from Te Tairawhiti, the move has meant so much
more than just a change of address. Jacqui has truly enjoyed
reconnecting, spending precious time with family, and
strengthening those long-standing connections and special
bonds in a place she feels deeply proud to call home.

Before moving into retail, Jacqui worked as an early
childhood teacher, a role that speaks to her caring nature and
commitment to supporting others. Many in our community
may also remember Jacqui from her previous time with us,
when she worked as Assistant Manager in the old Hospice
shop for several years. After gaining further experience in the
retail sector, we are thrilled to welcome her back, this time as
our new Shop Manager.

Jacqui says she is loving being back in the new shop,
reconnecting with familiar faces and meeting new members
of our community. Her enthusiasm, experience, and local
knowledge make her a wonderful addition to the Hospice
Tairawhiti team.

Please join us in warmly welcoming Jacqui back to the Hospice
whanau. We're excited for this new chapter and look forward
to seeing her continue to help our shop thrive in support of
Hospice Tairawhiti’s vital services.
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Calling all sewing enthusiasts!

We're looking for Tairawhiti based
sewers to help us create our very
own Hospice Tairawhiti tote bags.
These bags will be made using
recycled fabrics sourced from our
Hospice Shop, utilising donated
garments that aren’t suitable for
resale but still have plenty of usable
fabric in them.

We'll be working from a simple,
easy-to-follow pattern, making this
project accessible for all skill levels.
Each tote will feature a patch pocket

screen print. Once completed, the
tote bags will be made available

for sale through our Hospice Shop,
helping to support the work we do in
our community.

If you'd love to put your sewing skills
to good use and support a great
cause, we'd love to hear from you.
You may even have a sewing group
that want to get involved?

Please email kenzie@
hospicetairawhiti.org.nz to express
your interest and get more details.

“When my mother was diagnosed with cancer
and her illness became terminal, the support
we received from Hospice was invaluable.
Their guidance, compassion, and home

visits made an incredibly difficult time more
manageable for our family.

Families facing end-of-life care experience a
wide range of emotions, and Hospice supports
not only the patient but the entire family.
Their holistic approach provides comfort,
reassurance, and dignity when it is needed

finished with a Hospice Tairawhiti most.

My commitment to Hospice has continued
over the years through a number of successful
fundraising events, including fashion shows,
strawberry festivals, Night of Laughs, and other
initiatives across Gisborne and Hawke’s Bay.
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| believe Hospice enables individuals to pass
with dignity and gives families peace of mind,
knowing their loved ones are receiving the
highest quality care. - | i

I am pleased to sponsor
the upcoming Wearable
Arts Long Lunch

as it will bring the
community together to
support such a fantastic
cause.” = Bronwyn Kay

Bequests & donations

Like all hospice palliative care services across Aotearoa,
much of our funding relies on grants and the incredible
generosity of people like you. It’s this community support
that enables us to offer our services free of charge to those
who need them most.

If you're passionate about making a real difference in the lives

of others, we warmly invite you to be part of something truly

meaningful. Each year, we must raise

a substantial amount to continue 5

providing care for people living with life- IF I;
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Starts & departs

Over the past few months, Hospice Tairawhiti has farewelled
several valued team members. We would like to acknowledge
and thank Dr Robin Briant (Locum Doctor), Tiara Grayndler
Hollis (NETP Nurse), and Derek Craven (Interim Shop Manager)
for the time, care, and commitment they have given to
Hospice. Each has played an important role in supporting our
patients, families, and wider community, and we are grateful
for the contribution they have made during their time with us.

At the same time, we are delighted to welcome back a
familiar face. Jacqui Ritchie has rejoined Hospice Tairawhiti
as our Hospice Shop Manager. Many in our community will

limiting illnesses and to support their
family/whanau. By making a financial

remember Jacqui from her previous role as Assistant Shop donation or including Hospice Tairawhiti  a*® ]
Manager, and we are thrilled to have her return to the team. in your will, you help ensure that free
Jacqui brings with her a strong understanding of the Hospice ' |

palliative care remains available to
those who need it most. Your gift brings
comfort, dignity, and support during
some of life’s most challenging times.

Shop, a passion for supporting Hospice services, and a warm E -
connection to our community. -l
Scan me to go
to the website

We also welcome Dr Johan Peters as new locum doctor,
supporting the team and maintaining continuity of care while
our doctors take a well-earned break.

We wish our departing staff all the very best in their next
chapters and look forward to the positive impact Jacqui and
Johan will make in their roles.

Get in touch

Hospice Tairawhiti | c/- Private Bag 7001, Gisborne 4040
P: 06 869 0552 | F: 06 869 0566 | E: hospice@hospicetairawhiti.org.nz
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421 Ormond Road | We are on the Health NZ- Tairawhiti, Gisborne Hospital grounds
www.hospicetairawhiti.org.nz




