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A moment to reflect on
2019
As we wrap up another year, we want to take
pause and reflect on all our success of services
provided to the people of Tairawhiti which as a
supporter you have some way contributed to this
year. Hospice Tairawhiti is driven by volunteers
and local community financial support, which
enables us to offer manaakitanga to whanau.
Behind our service is a 200 strong dedicated team of
volunteers, helping in a variety of ways – from sitting
with patients, recording patient’s memories, baking for
families, assisting in the office, to committing to regular
shifts in the hospice shop and helping at fundraising
events. We want to express our sincere thanks to this
group of people who freely gave a staggering 15,956
hours of their time this year. Without our volunteers we
could not provide our current level of services.
Thank you also to those who have shared their personal
stories with the community, through our newsletters and
social media. Helping us to show the real difference
hospice care can make to people, rather than relying
on numbers and statistics.
This year we were able to provide high-quality,
specialised care to 219 people and their whanau. Only

60% of these people had cancer,
the others having non-malignant
diagnosis such as cardiovascular
disease, respiratory conditions,
organ failure, motor-neurone
disease, and dementia. The
number
of
non-malignant
conditions continues to increase
year on year and is a predicted
trend for hospices throughout
New Zealand as our population
ages.
Our new building project has
progressed rapidly this year
and as at 5th December we
have secured $2.8million of the
estimated $3.1million required. Barabara Grout, General Manager
Our planned timeline will see
The building to go out to tender early 2020 and for
construction to commence March 2020.
In addition to fundraising for the building, each year
we need to raise over $300,000 to cover our shortfall
in funding for operating expenses. We are grateful to
all those who support us financially or in kind, ensuring
that we are able to continue to provide services free of
charge to the people of Tairāwhiti. You are the people
who see the importance of the work we do, and help in
whatever way you can.
Finally, thank you to the entire hospice team for their
ongoing commitment and passion for the work we do.
We say this every year, but it truly is a privilege to be part
of such a special team.

Surviving Heart Break
at Christmas
Christmas can be a time of sadness for many of
us. We have asked some of the families we have
worked with what helped them as they faced the
first Christmas without a loved one.
“Just take off for the day, maybe a picnic up the Coast.
Doing something completely different was the best
thing for me”
“Keep telling yourself that it is only one day and you will
get through it”
“Accept offers of help, but let people know that if you
visit them that you might just take off early”
“I was really dreading the first Christmas after Dad died
and the build-up was bad, but actually the day wasn’t
as bad as I thought it would be”
So be kind to yourself, take some time out to rest and
keep things simple. Even on the most difficult days,
something unexpected may happen and lift your spirits.
If you know of someone who has experienced a

bereavement this year or who is dealing with an unwell
family member, send them a note, invite them over
or drop off a little something to let them know you are
thinking of them. Don’t be afraid to say or do the wrong
thing, just show them you care and try not to have any
expectations about how they should respond. People
going through tough times might not know what they
want but knowing that someone cares can be enough.
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Volunteer Profile: Youth Ambassadors
This summer, we say
goodbye to ten of our Senior
Youth Ambassadors and wish
them the best in their future
endeavours as they spread
their wings into the world. We
are always immensely proud
of our Youth and asked them
what they would like to share
with the 2020 intake.

Youth Ambassadors

“I have thoroughly enjoyed my time as a youth ambassador.
It has been both fun and rewarding. Being a hospice youth
ambassador has helped me put things into perspective better
and be able to understand that everyone has a different lifestyle,
some harder than others. Hospice youth has shaped me into
being a more understanding person and I am very grateful for
that! I do hope to continue the skill set I have learned through
Hospice throughout my life and hospice has encouraged me to
take a step further into helping people as I am going to study
nursing at Massey University so I can be there for people and help
them as much as I can.” Kayla Yule
“My time volunteering at Hospice has been a lot of fun. Working
together with a tight group at events such as the fashion show
was definitely a highlight. The sense of community within hospice
is something I will take forward with me!” Amanda Graham

“Volunteering at Hospice will always be an
experience that holds a special place in my
heart. There is nothing better than having
fun with friends and meeting so many lovely,
likeminded people, while paying a small
amount back to the community! The sense of
achievement and the positive environment
at hospice make volunteering worthwhile.”
Pearl Ruston
“For me, the best part of being a youth
ambassador with Hospice has been giving
back to Gisborne and supporting those within
the community. One thing I will take with me is
the friendships I have made and the kindness
of the volunteer team. I am grateful for the
opportunities and connections granted to
me in my time with Hospice.” Niamh Stratton
Head girl Campion College.
“The best part of volunteering for me has
been knowing that the time I give at events
such as the fashion show and strawberry
festival helps Hospice to raise funds to support
those in need. Overall, my time as a youth
ambassador has taught me the importance
of giving back to the community and this is
something I will definitely take forward with
me.” Georgie Borrie

Staff Profile: Jayda Taiepa - Community Nurse
“In my early teenage years, my 53 year-old
nana was diagnosed with cancer and we were
fortunate to be able to care for her at home with
the support of Nurse Maude Hospice. This is
where my passion for quality end-of-life nursing
care, and my dream to become a nurse began.”
I grew up in Christchurch and I only recently moved
to Gisborne to commence my first year as a qualified
nurse with Hospice Tairāwhiti. I completed my Bachelor
of Nursing in June at Ara Institute of Canterbury.
Throughout my degree I consistently experienced
nursing patients with palliative care needs and working
with Palliative Care Clinical Nurse Specialists. Because

of this experience I cemented
my passion to be a Palliative
Care Nurse and hope to extend
my nursing practice as a nurse
prescriber/practitioner through
postgraduate studies. I was
extremely fortunate to gain my
first job as a Registered Nurse
for Hospice Tairāwhiti working
in an area where my heart is.
I am constantly learning from Jayda Taiepa
my colleagues who are all
dedicated to providing quality care to those in our
community with a life-limiting illness. I look forward to
experiencing my first full Gisborne summer this year.

Thank You
Thank you to the following groups and
individuals who have assisted Hospice
Tairawhiti recently with grants, donations
and bequests of over $500.
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• The Sunrise Foundation – Rosemary Johnson Fund
• The Sunrise Foundation – Gavin McFarlane Fund
• Mangatawa Beale Williams Memorial Trust
• Estate of Mrs Joan Stevenson
• Three Rivers Medical
• Z Gisborne – Good in the Hood
• Te Wananga O Aotearoa
• Adrian Cave
• Ann Judd
• Lyn McLoughlin
• Jackie Williams
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Jim’s Bus Stop Legacy
With the passing of Jim Hongara earlier this year,
the community of Riverdale remember him fondly
for creating seating and garden around the Lytton
West Bus Stop.
For now, his wife Emily can be seen tending to the
garden with the support of their 14 children and 107
great-grandchildren.
The Hongara whanau were very grateful for Hospice
Tairawhiti support. Jim came home from the hospital,
and Hospice Tairawhiti supported his daughter who was
a trained nurse to take care of him in the comfort of their
own home by dropping off supplies and medication for
her to administer. Emily recalled, “Hospice were very,

Emily Hongara tends to Jim’s Garden.

very obliging”. Support from Hospice Tairawhiti allowed
Jim to be cared for and supported by his whanau, in
a way that suited them and honoured their last days
together.

Be like Kay

Z Good in the Hood

Every month, Kay Crosby donates to Hospice
Tairawhiti. She has done it for years, and her
reasoning behind it is simple – the organisation
helped her and her family when she needed it and
she feels it is important for her to reciprocate.

Thank you all for casting your votes in the Z Good in the
Hood drive. Hospice Tairāwhiti was the beneficiary of
$864.

“Hospice are there to help, whatever the situation may
be,” says Kay. “Their support is invaluable when you
need it most. Before then I had little comprehension of
just how supportive they could be – they are just there,
you don’t have to ask for anything, but they seem to
know exactly what you need when you need it most.”
If you would like to set up a regular donation contact
our office 06 869 0552 or email
admin@hospicetairawhiti.org.nz

The BBQ raffle that keeps on giving
We could not have hoped for a better outcome for
our Mitre 10 and Masport BBQ raffle. In total we
raised over $7,000 for the new Hospice building.
A massive congratulations to Teresa Stempa who
was drawn the winner.
Teresa has a heritage of supporting Hospice, her mother
was the longest-serving Hospice NZ volunteer, and Teresa
herself started volunteering for Hospice at just 16 years
of age when she began her journey into the medical
profession. As you would expect, she is delighted that
she was that she won her first-ever prize and wanted
to give back to Hospice Tairāwhiti in someway. So
she has donated her nearly new Charcoal BBQ to be
raffled off in the Hospice shop with a voucher from

Evans Meat Company
and brand new BBQ
tools. Thank you so
much for your continued
support Teresa - you are
a worthy winner, and we
are so grateful to have
supporters like you in our
community.
Thanks again to Mitre 10 Geoff Talyor, Mitre 10 and Sarah
Kirkpatrick Hospice Tarawhiti present
and Masport for making the Masport BBQ to an elated
is possible, by donating Teresa Stempa.
the Masport Classic 6
BBQ. If you are still looking for a BBQ you can buy a
raffle ticket for Teresa’s BBQ along with all her extras
gifts for $2 at the Hospice Shop.

www.hospicetairawhiti.co.nz
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Hospice Tairawhiti Strawberry Festival
raises over $6k
All our supporters, event sponsors and
volunteers got together once again to celebrate
living every moment with our annual community
Hospice Tairawhiti Strawberry Festival.
We enjoyed a glorious day this year, a perfect day
to enjoy a strawberry ice cream sundae while raising
funds for Hospice Tairāwhiti. It was nice to see our
youngest whanau enjoying themselves on the bouncy
castle, The Lions train, entertaining us. Thanks to

Strawberry Fessval
Event Sponsors

and the winning wheel sponsors...

Talyor Craas

Sally Strawberry with Mayor Stoltz and son enjoying the
Strawberry Festival.

Gisborne Gymnastics Club, Highland Dancing, Wainui
Jump Jam, Remix Fitness and Close to Home Ukulele
Duo, and getting involved in strawberry and spoon
races, which is harder than you might think! We are so
appreciative of the 200 volunteer hours it took to put
this event on, without whose support this event would
not be feasible.
A big thank you to our event sponsors, Pak n Save,
BDO, Craig’s Investment Partners, Bay Trade Supplies,
More FM, Business Applications, Blueprint Imaging,
Gisborne District Council, The Sound Crew, Forbes
Appliances, Village Berries and to our generous winning
wheel sponsors Mitre 10, Top Ten Holiday Park, Comet
Swimming, Taylor Crafts, The Dome, Muirs Bookshop,
I-Site, Remix Fitness, and Gordons Pharmacy . All these
sponsors help ensure our event costs are minimized
and that all of the $6,000 raised goes to providing care
and support to our patients across Tairāwhiti.
Save the date for 2020 – Saturday 21st November 2020,
Rose Gardens Lawson Field, 10am – 1 pm

Building Fund Update… $310k to go
Future home of

• Eastern & Central Community Trust • BNI Gisborne
• Sir John Logan Campbell Residuary Estate
• Gisborne Wainui Lions Club • St Mary Star of the Sea Parish
• JJ Smallwoods Ltd
Help us build a space to meet the growing needs of our community.
for more information or donate go to www.hospicetairawhiti.org.nz
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$3 MILLION
$2,750,000
$2,500,000
$2,250,000
$2 MILLION
$1,750,000
$1,500,000
$1,250,000
$1 MILLION
$750,000
$500,000

Volunteer Managers Day
Our volunteer manager Jane, and shop managers
Brenda and Jacqui took some time out on
November 5th to celebrate the 20th anniversary
of Volunteers Managers Day.
They took the opportunity to engage and learn from
other community volunteer managers with the theme
this year “Changing the Tune!”. This means not just looking
for our next life-time volunteer but acknowledging that
there is a trend of episodic volunteerism. This approach
recognises that people would like a diverse range of
experiences, and they are looking for short-term, fun
and social projects to get involved in, that leave them
with a clear sense of accomplishment.

Jane, Jacqui and Brenda.

Have you got yours yet?
This years collectible bauble has been designed
by contemporary Maori artist Spencer Bellas.
The ngaru, which is Maori for wave, represents
the journey of life, multiple waves moving
together as whanau. Spencer and his whanau
were supported by hospice when their uncle was
dying in 2017.
Spencer encourages everyone to buy a bauble from
Farmers and support their local hospice; “Christmas is
a time to come together, to eat good food, to laugh,
sing, relax and recharge. It is also a time to reflect on
whanau what are no longer with us and celebrate with
those who are.”

Give and help share
the joy this Christmas

Purchase the 2019 limited-edition collectors’
bauble for $10 each from any Farmers store.
100% of your donation will help keep our hospice
services free of charge in our community.

Looking for a gift that keeps on giving?
The 2019 hospice bauble from Farmers does just that.
On sale in Farmers stores they are just $10 with the
full purchase price donated to your local community
hospice to keep services free of charge. Don’t miss out!

This Charity item will not be reduced as part of any Farmers Promotional Activity.

Remember someone special this Christmas
Christmas is generally the time of year when we think of
people who won’t be with us during the festive season
- they may have died, they may be living overseas or in
other parts of the country, or perhaps just can’t be with
you at this time of year.
From 14 November until Christmas Eve everyone
who makes a donation to hospice whilst shopping in
Farmers will receive a remembrance card. This card is
an opportunity to write a special message for someone
you’ll be thinking about this Christmas. Each Farmers

has a dedicated Tree of Remembrance in store to
display your message for friends and family and the
community to see.

www.hospicetairawhiti.co.nz
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Upcoming Events

Need to list your
property?
Bronwyn Kay Agency are running a campaign
and donating $500 upon sale for anyone who lists
with them and mentions Hospice Tairawhiti at the
time of listing.
This is another great way you can support Hospice
Tairawhiti while getting behind Gisborne’s largest
independent real estate agency.
Bronwyn Kay Agency have been long time supporters
of Hospice Tairawhiti. In the world of real estate, they
are known for achieving top notch results and take
pride in ensuring your property experience is a positive
one. Thank you for your ongoing support BK Agency.

If you or someone you know is lissng
their property be sure to mennon that
Bronwyn Kay, will donate $500 for each
property listed that mennons Hospice
SpecSavers Gisborne - $5 from every new
Tairawhii
at the me
set
of frames purchased,
willof
belissng.
donated

Need new frames?

to Hospice Tairawhiti or Fred Hollows
Foundation…you choose.

SpecSavers Gisborne - $5
every new set of f
purchased, will be dona
Hospice Tairawhii o
Hollows Found

Need
new tyres?
Tyre Power Gisborne will donate

Tyre
Powerevery
Gisborne
are donating
$5 to
$5 from
Cooper
Tyre sold
from
every
Cooper
Tyre
sold.
Hospice Tairawhii.
This is another great way you can support
Hospice Tairawhiti and a fantastic example
addiion
to Farmers
Remberance
ofIn
how
local businesses
are getting
behind Tree and Hospice
Tyre Power Gisborne
Baubles,
Farmers
ll
staﬀ
are
asking
christmas
us. Thank you to Adrienne and the team
at all
promotion
Tyre
Power Gisborne.
shoppers
to donate to Hospice Tairawhii this

December.
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